THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT

Music by Gioacchino Rossini Lyrics edited by Thomas Petiet and Dale Simmerman

FEATURES OF THIS SHOW

The fact that The Marriage Contract was Rossini’s first opera is amazing, considering the
maturity of the show. The one-act show has six characters making it economical to stage. The
lead baritone role, Slook of the North, presages that of Figaro, complete with extended comic
aria. [t may be the only instance in which the main character is specifically a Canadian. The lead
soprano role of Fanny is presented with a stunning aria with passages that were later used for
Rosina in The Barber of Seville.

The story begins when Sir Toby betroths his daughter, Fanny, against her will, to a rich
Canadian, Slook of the North, who arrives to seal the contract. Fanny, however, loves Edward,
her father’s accountant, and the forces of love are pitted against the forces of business. After
some hilarious wrangling, Slook sees the futility of his position, agrees to allow true love to hold
sway, and rescinds his contract.

CAST REQUIREMENTS
Fanny, daughter of Toby Mill — Soprano
Slook Of The North, a Canadian trapper — Baritone
Sir Toby Mill, a successful merchant — Baritone
Edward, lover of Fanny — Tenor
Clarina, Sir Toby's maid Diane — Mezzo-soprano
Norton, the butler — Bass

MUSICAL NUMBERS
OVERTURE Orchestra
DUETTINO Norton and Clarina
CAVATINA Sir Toby
RECITATIVE Norton, Clarina, Sir Toby
DUET Fanny, Edward
RECITATIVE Edward, Fanny, Norton, Sir Toby,
INTRODUCTION ARIA Slook with Fanny, Norton, Edward, Sir Toby, Clarina
RECITATIVE Slook, Fanny, Edward, Sir Toby
DUET Slook, Fanny
TRIO Slook, Fanny, Edward
RECITATIVE Clarina, Norton
ARIA Clarina
RECITATIVE Norton, Slook, Sir Toby,
DUET Sir Toby, Slook
RECITATIVE Fanny, Clarina, Edward, Slook
ARIA Fanny
RECITATIVE & DUET Slook, Sir Toby
QUARTET Fanny, Clarina, Sir Toby, Slook
FINALE Edward, Fanny, Clarina, Sir Toby, Slook, Norton

ORCHESTRATION

Full orchestration available for rent

RECORDING AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
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10 ACT 1
SCENE 1: THE HOME OF TOBIAS MILL
INTRODUCTION - DUETTINO (Clarina and Norton)
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read this a thou-sand times and I must say, it seems as fresh to-

READING:  Sir, etcetera... I have decided to acquire a wife, inasmuch as that commodity is in short
supply in this area. You have been recommended to me as a supplier of hard-to-find
goods, Therefore, I am placing an order for one wife, with the following specifications:

day as it did the first time.
Ah,  how per-fect-tly sta-ted! And that’s just the be-
How ro- man- fic...
READING: Medium age, standard physical dimensions, and mild personality. No dowry necessary

if of proper stock and possessing an untarnished reputation. She must also be fairly
sturdy and able to withstand a certain amount of hardship and rough handling. The
journey and climate will be hard, and I would not like to lose her and have to lay in a
new stock right away.

- gin-ning!
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READING: 'Please be so kind as to send me a quotation. If acceptable, I will marry
the bearer of this letter upon visual inspection within two working days I

will notify you of precise arrangements for completing the transaction.

;Sincerely, Slook of the North
~ Alberta, Canada.
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64 READING: My Dear Mr. Slook,
‘We have filled your order for a wife with the bearer of this letter, who should meet your specifications. She is our
‘only daughter Fanny, a tremendous bargain. Please pay her 1,000 pounds sterling upon sight, or after a two day
ifree trial period, whichever is most convenient.
1 Your most obedient servant, Tobias Mill
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